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By MARTIN LUTHER KING ).

EW people in Americs  realse
the serousness of the burde
imposed upoa our democracy ty
the diafranchisement of Negroes m»
the Deep Seuth In Masasipgd ony
about 26000 out of a voting-age pop-
wation of some 450000 Negroes haw
been allowwd to gister. The sitie.
Uon In Alab and Lo )
almest as bad, though previous stae
administrations of o more liberal -
clination @&d permit the rogistratim
of approximately 150000 Negro vo-
ers In Louisisna and 111,000 i Al-
bama. Inrecent years however, undir
Walloce in Alabama and formaer Gor.
Jimmy Davis of Louwniann, the phm
523 been to freeze Negro registration
M a lovel which can be successfully
megaled by sure segragslionisg voling
atrengla
Thiv has lad te & avicte wet andy tw
the Negro in the South but for No
groes in the swolles ghettoes of tie
Neeth Northern cities are inheriting
Uhe revulta of Nerthers indifferene
to Southern raciom and explodlaten
a5 the viclims of oppression magrae
there in search of froedom. If wy
had had the ballet, Negrvoes might
have had a chance to dead A decent lie
i their Southern homelands, whes
many owsed small plots of land and
partiopated In & stable patiern o
community life that at least prom
sed survival and a ménimam of emx-
tonal securtty. This Is more than s
promised by the shums af New Yorl,
Chicago and other cities, which awx
already teeming with bittermess amd

Selma, Ala, Negroes sign o It on
tiliny them te apply to sepwter on ane
of tws deyn & month. “The bey to
Setben tachen s deliy”

Civil Right No.l1—

The wuthor, sthown ipeating to wpsen
en, decloes: “The Sogeeme Court's
“ene man, ane vole” mant be followed

By "a vote for avery man’

oconitantly kept at boding point by
the misery of rats, filth, usemploy-
ment and de facto segregation,

But the evils of @isfranchisememt
burden our cities i other ways us well
as by mass migration. Seuthern sen-
writy i Congress, resting as it does
an the “whites only”” ballot box, maln-
tains power in the hands of our na-
thon's most resclicaary politicians
Bilks providing for the welfsre of our
nation, from Medicare Lo education,
must run the gantlet of Southern
power befare they are enacted—and
MAamy never are

VO‘I'ING A5 & badge of full chizen-
ship has always had a special mean-
ing %o the Negro, bt in 1863 the
demis] of the right to vole culs pain
fully and deeply into his new sense
of persosal dignity. It s salt on his
wounded pride. For today he looks
beyund the bordern of his own land
st secu the ducelonsention and W
eralion of Africa and Ama: he sees
colored peoples. yellow, black and
brown, rulsng over Uhetr own new Do
tons.  He pees oolored statesmen vot
ing on vital issues of war and peace
at the United Nations at a time when
he & not even permitted to vote for
the office of sheriff in Ms local county.

In 1964, however, the Negro voter
participated as a significant partner
In a ballot landslide that repudiated
& Republican party which had allowed
itself to be captured by raciam and
reaction. He was the key to the Dem.

Teemagen demcactiote agaset Shentf
Jamer Clark in Selma.

ocralic victory In severd Southern
states, and be thereby oved that
vouing is ooore than & bedge of cili-
eenship and dgmitly —it 5an offective
loo! for change

Veting 15 the foundatim stone for
political action. With it s Negro can
eventually vole oul of dfswe public
officials who bar the dooway te de-
cemt howsing. public safely, jobs and
decent integrated education It is now
obvieus that the basic dements o
vital Lo Negro advancemmt oan only
be achieved by seeking raleess from
government at local stak and Fed.
eral ewels. To do this he wvete is
ot

When the full power « the ballst
» avadlable to my people It will not
e axercised merely to odvasee our
chuse adome. We have learned in the
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the needs of 20 million Fegroes are
ot truly separabie fromm hase of the
nearly 200 million whites ind Negroes
in Americs, all of whom will benefit
from & color-biind land of pleaty that
provides for the mowrisheent of each
man'y bady, mind and spist. Our vole
would place in Congress true repre-
sentatives of the people who would
legisistle for the Modicawe, housing,
schools and jobs required by all men
of any eolor,

IN Selma, A, thouwsmds of Ne
Lroes are courageously pewwiding dra-
matic witness to the evil forces that
DAE our way o the all-important bal-
lot box. They are laying »are for all
the nation to see, for al the werld
o know, the nature of sefregaticesist
resistance. The ugly paterm of de-
ninl Oourtsshes with insguficant dif.
ferences In theusands ¢ Aladame
Louisinna, Mississipps snd (ther South.
drn commumiling. Omoe ILis exposad,
and chalienged by the marching feet
of Negro clttzens, the natim will take
action to cure this cancrous sore.
What is maliguant (& Seloa muest be

removed by Congressiond] surgery %0
that all citizems may frody exercise

thetr right to vote wittout delays,
harssmment. economic  ntimidatsen
and police bhrutality. Sednm is to 1965
what Birmingham was g 1963




The Right to Vote

Dr. King's head, sgt foseground, o Inoched agaimt $he coumter of
the Hotd Albart i Selme by o white snailant. “Fear is 1he man bamer
o weling—and B Toar s el oy Beclen Bodies hear wiloem.”

The pattern of denial depends upon
four main readblocks. First, there
is the Gestago-ike conlrel of county
and local governmest o the Nouth
by the Lk of Sheriff Jim Clark of
Selma, Als, and Sheriff Sainey of
Praladelphis, Misa. There s a care-
fully cultivated sepshigee Dehind the
power and brutality of these men
The gun, the club and the calile prod
reinforee the fear that & the main
barrier 0 voting—a basrier erwched
by 35 yuuy expasure o the pay-
chology snd Lrutainty of Alavery asd
legoad segrogation. It i & fear rooted
In fecliags of inferiority.

But the fear & also real, as the
brokem bafles and blooady heads of
coletems s Selma snd Marion besr
witness, And the snakes placed on
people standing in lime were not hal

hrimalinme ss hundrads (nododing Phe
pross, can Lestity. Ner was it & sick
imagisation that conjured up the
vizion of a peblic official, sworn to
uphoid the law, who foroed am inhu
man march spon hundreds of Negro
childen, who ardersd the Rev, James
Bevel to be chaimed o by

who clubbed a Negro woman regis
trant, and whe callously inflicted re-
peated brutalties and indigmities wpon
nonviskent Negroes peacefully peti-
Uaning foy Lhetr ceastitulional right
to vete

Would a fiction writer have the
temerity o invest a character weur-
Ing & sheriff's badge at the head of &
arlinetnd posse who pumohed a clergy

R

man in the mouth and the prosdly
boasted: “If [ hit him, T on't know
it. One of the first thisgs [ ever
learned was not Lo ML & ngper with
your fist becasse his head & too hard
Of course, the camera mght make
me out to be 3 ar 1 do Wave & sore
finges™

Yet such a man actunll exists i
Sheriff Chark. Me was votsd Into of
foe in Dallas Cowty by aneleclorate
Ut includes only 333 ot of 15000
Nugroes of voling age L contrast
et of LMD whites of wiling age
$.543 have been rogislerwd 5o far
3400 Negroes have boen irrested i
Selma. placing 30 temes & many
Belma puils ux uwre on the wiers' roll

'BD: second facter in Le palbern

of Negro asfraschisemet s the
Abrase of Jocal and stale Wws 10 i

pode the exercise of suffrigs righls
Sosthern officals. kmowing they can
net Jall citizens for sociary the right
o wote, Instead claim tha Negroes
are guilty of other “offeses™ In
Svlma, for swtance, more than 3 000
Arresis have bBewn made on  such
charges 45 “Brench of pesn” “oom-
tempt of couwrt.” “disarderly enduct
“unjawfel assembly,”  “omtributing
o the delinguency of mmberx™ and
“oriminal grevooation. ™

Aside from the obvsous mtsmuadation
invelved o amrest asd il 20N
Nugro citisess now face ymars of
expensive and frustrating ltigatson

THE NIW YORK TIMES MAGATING, MARCHE 14, 1983

beforw Lhese “charpes” are defeated
and thesr right to vote vindicated.

Afler 50 many years of mvtismida.
ton, Lhe Negro community has
denrned that its salvation lies & unit
od setion. When one Negro stands
up, B ix ren out of town. But when
a thousand stand wp together the st
ualion is drastically altered Abwmse of
the law by local police power IS ex-
prosaly designed 1o frestrate soch
united acticn, and w long as these
MESS wrrerls are made on trumped-up
“charges” the path to Uhe registrar's
office s obstructed.

Iul' Mind  fustowr in  aheidging

Negro veoling righix = the registoar
st 4 Lesreg ph rox-
istration procodures designed specifi
cally to slow up snd frustrate Negro
applicants. Ax Burie Mareall for
mer Arnsstant Attorney General in
chaurge of the Ovil Rights Divisiom,
lus pelnteg out.

“The Negro voling problem s
more than a kegal issue For it takes
courage, patience and massive effoet
before a significant number of Negre
residents are ready to teeak the pat.
term of thelr lives by attempling te
register 10 vote, and when the offort
ix unsticoessful because af discrm.
nulion, defny, Intimidalion or of the
failure of Negro appiicants them-
seives, the promesed Pedesul rights
agnin become iNusery

Where the will to keep Negro reg-
istration to a minimum (s stromg. M,
Marsball sxid, “the Ialitnde for dis

el helmeted deputar patal & voter
regatiatian sally,

“The vote & coatiol Do way it gy
Moagh Fodes! segonan '

crimugation & almotl endiess. The
DEMYINK PrACioNs UAL (Aan Be Wi
are virtually lefisuce’

Using Uhtm, Lhe wille hierarchy of
Belma  has swocendd in wmiling
Negro registration te the snaal's pace
of about 145 persons s year. At thiy
mate 0 would take ibout MO years
o regliater the 15000 eligible Negro
voters of Dallas Comty —eot coumt
ing those who will mach veting age
s that puried or wis may move into
the counly. A wwagen for delay s
the deciswa 1o opun the regoiration
office on only twg days per menth
Long lnes of Negrses hase waited
without success menly to enster the
office to apply for egistration

After 13 private ad Goversument
Inwwmls were (astiuted. Rowever,
mirimal correclive meussres were
ordered by Judpe Dunsed H. Thomas
of the Federal Distret Court of Mo
bile. ARthough he fwund & “patlers
of dscrimination.” he refused 1o order
the registrar’s offic to open more
frequently Instead, w sot up 2 pew
procedure conlasisy many of the
same seeds of dbsouragoment and
frustratson. Negrees weliang to regpn
ter may “wgn up” @& » public “ap
pearance sheel” and » Federsl voling
referce Bas fow ben appesnted Lo

P e mgptin widnias, B i s
time every Negro wit his signed the
sppearaace sheet mast be ready w
endure &8 ordesl by wonomie relalia-
Lon &nd persomal Ltimadation pec-
fected By Ta0ists ove many decades

It is » shining tritmte 10 Negre de
Lerminalion  Whervfoe that  despite
this  harmssmemt, wscloding  being
made 10 wait i the pouring rmin, 208
persoms-mont of Dem Negroes—
completed their regrviration appleca
tives in SBelmx on Narch 1. an ak-
time record for the wunty

Bt it must also e sadd that the
comcepl af a Pederal referee ap-
pointed by the coust hoks good onls on
the surface (Contiied on Page B4
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Number One
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for instamee, about the referes
appomtod for sdmoent Perry
County. e has Just about as
discr Yya e Lhe
county-apposted registrar and
we are already contesting his
putiern of misconduct,. Me s o
mative of Greene . wiieh
Is nlso in the “Back beit” and
B ux bitler & heritage of seg-
regation aa Perry and Dallss
Countien, with even fower Ne-
groes registered

B fuor e Uwusands of ap-
pircations that will fleod his
office. The Act of 1960 1
permitied the courts to appoint
referess allows for a legal cha)-
Senge S= guch pecven sugletesd
By the referce and thus offers
ample oppertunities for delsy,
which iy the key to Bouthern
taction

Delays feood the dangers that
Beset  Negroes, Ewery day
measy more musder and o
takity, more suffering from io-
ferior education, more dreary
houry = the long night of eco-
nomeic explontation and more
of the deadly despair beought
om by personal humilation

The whode program of delay
can be appreciated If one rec
cgnizes that the while commu-
Bity 5 abmost MO por cemt
registered and oligitie to vole
wherens Negro volers are
added abmost coe by oee lo
the voters' rell If it takes a
centary more lo redeem the
15th  Amesdment's promuiee,
the white Southern officia)
coulM not care less

THZ fourth roadblock on
e way %0 Negro suffrage s
the literacy test, adminkstered
by the registrurs wnd designed
Lo be @Ncull. The Justics De-
partment has boen able 1o o

Labiish in hundreds of countins
IBAT tNeSe tests Are Not Admun-

istered fairly. There are many
Instances of “fadr-siinned” Ne-
groes and white persons belng
helped to register, while n
el LA l“ t o -
bhave been rejected six and
seven Umes (An Interesting
shdelight on this s that Sel-
ma's depaty registrar handed
ot 20 or more veuchers for
prospective veters aon  which
the word was speit “vocher.”)
Although & Foderal court has
sow orderwd Selma o serap &
ot t&chnical and difficult 1
erncy lest Lhe order npplies
only to Selma, so that the legal
baltle will have Lo Be waged
county by county Agaln, time
5 e enemny cperaling ot the
sde of the "white enly” bal-
ot bex

It ix surely iromsesl that the
states wisch have ladored o
diligently to heep the Negre
masses ignorant through 0

(Contimwcd em Followmg Page)
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(Continued fram Preceding Pegy
ferior  segregated oducation
now require “lteracy” as
prerequistte for voling Ywm
hardly need much formmal trais.
ing %0 know who as sherif
will treat you Mke = humm
betng and who will erack your

The deliberate sat

of onr

gal process s being abesel

Legal rodress for Negroes e
court acth

act & woting-rights bil) imclud-
ing these basie principles:

by the US. Civil Rights Com-
missson after It completed its
studies in Adadusa, Lowisiana

MR AR WAL VAL

(Z) The abolitiom of liter-
Acy tests in thoss areas where
Negroes have bees disadvan-
taged by gemerations of afe-
rioc, segregated oducalion.

(5) Application of the law
to all clections, Federal and
Male, and especially to local
clections fer sheniff, schood
boards, etc,

(4) Pxaforcoment of the law
by Federad registrars appodot.
of by asd responsible to the
President.

(8) Such legisiation, while
directed agaisst oppressive
arots like Sedma, must be ver-

ONB of the @ifDcult jes-
sons we have learned is that
you canpot Sepend upom Ames-
icam institutions to function
without pressure.  Asy reml
change in the states guo de-
pends on continusd creative
action to sharpen the cone
solence of the natiom and es-
Lablisk & climate i winch even

he mast vosaboitvant slar smie
are foreed o admit Ut
change s pecessary.

To this end, we are com-
mitted te koep wp the pres.
sere for the adoplion of A
Civil Rights Act of 15965 We
know that Americans of good-
will have jearned that mo ma-
tion can Jag continue to flour-
&b or o fing is way o a det-
ter society while it allows asy
one of Its citizens, ‘ot aloae
vl numberas = 11 Soulhern
staten, to be denind the right
o participale in the most fun.

NARCH 14, T8

damental of all pervileges of
democracy —the right Lo vote

AL & Ume when the Supceme
Court has sald that the law
of the kund demands “one man,
one wobe ™
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